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Clarence Darrow Comes to Defense of Mining Union Official Accused in Death of Former Idaho Governor
in

ASSASSINATION: IDAHO’S TRIAL OF THE CENTURY

This stirring docudrama captures a moment when the rule of law prevailed in a 1907 courtroom amid the passions of class warfare, social and economic whirlwinds, and an act of terrorism on an Idaho doorstep.

ASSASSINATION: IDAHO’S TRIAL OF THE CENTURY, a one-hour historical documentary, recreates the courtroom drama surrounding the trial of William “Big Bill” Haywood, accused of masterminding Idaho Ex-Gov. Frank Steunenberg’s death. Captured entirely in high definition (HD), the program draws on several historians for perspective on the event that drew newspaper reporters from New York City, 2,000 miles away.

A man named Harry Orchard confessed to setting the bomb at Steunenberg’s gate in Caldwell, 25 miles west of Boise, Idaho’s capitol. Orchard fingered Haywood and two other officials of the Western Federation of Miners as the people behind the plot. Pinkerton detectives kidnapped Haywood from Denver and brought him by train to Boise to stand trial. The assassination was said to be in retaliation for Steunenberg’s actions as governor during the 1899 labor disputes that led to violence and martial law at North Idaho’s Bunker Hill silver mine.

“A dream team of famous attorneys was drawn to a Boise courtroom 100 years ago. Idaho’s best lawyers — James Hawley and William Borah (later a powerful U.S. Senator) — matched wits with Chicago’s Clarence Darrow and Denver’s Edmund Richardson,” says writer-producer Bruce Reichert. 

“It is the most important and publicized trial in Idaho history. Elements of it affected people in all walks of life,” says retired Idaho Supreme Court Justice Byron Johnson. “It’s just got a lot of drama in it, even for people who don’t know a lot about the law.”  Johnson, who has researched the trial extensively, speaks about it on-camera and appears in costume as part of the trial audience in courtroom re-enactment scenes.
The words for the re-enactments came from trial transcripts, spoken by professional actors. Gary Anderson, who has performed his one-man show about Clarence Darrow nationwide, is in character again to speak the courtroom words that captured the nation’s interest as one of Haywood’s attorneys. Other speaking parts include: Matthew Cameron Clark as Harry Orchard; R. Douglas Copsey as Edmund Richardson, Western Federation of Miners attorney; and Richard Klautsch as William Borah, and Dan Alan Peterson as James Hawley, prosecutors.

“At the dawn of the 20th century, the fierce passions of class warfare crackled through the mining camps of Colorado, Idaho, Utah, and Montana,” producer Reichert says. “This program is one part of the social and economic whirlwind that swept the West and other parts of the nation at that time.”    
Filming for the trial was done in a vacated courtroom in a former federal building in downtown Boise — the original courthouse having been torn down to make way for today’s Statehouse. The commentary of experts, historic photographs, vintage film and headlines complete the story.

For more on the production, including information about the trial, the era and the people involved visit the Web site, idahoptv.org/trial, which includes photographs, clips from the show and historical and legal analysis of the events. The Web site also includes complete production credits and the names of the 49 funders. 

Produced by Idaho Public Television and distributed by American Public Television (APT) of Boston, ASSASSINATION: IDAHO’S TRIAL OF THE CENTURY is available in both standard and high definition (HD) format. It is also available as a DVD in 16:9 widescreen digital format, plus bonus material not included in the film. The DVD can be ordered online through idahoptv.org/trail.

About American Public Television

With more than 10,000 hours of programming in its library, American Public Television (APT) has been a prime source of programming for the nation’s public television stations for 48 years, distributing more than 300 new titles per year. In 2006, APT launched Create – the TV channel featuring the best of public television's lifestyle programming. Known for its leadership in identifying innovative, worthwhile and viewer-friendly programming, APT has established a tradition of providing public television stations with program choices that strengthen and customize their schedules, such as Rick Steves' Europe, Worldfocus, Globe Trekker, Simply Ming, Sara's Weeknight Meals, America's Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated, Gourmet's Diary of a Foodie, Doc Martin, Lidia's Italy, Rosemary and Thyme, P. Allen Smith's Garden Home, Biz Kid$, Johnny Cash at Folsom Prison, Pavarotti: Salute Petra, The Best of the Jack Benny Show, Agatha Christie's Poirot, Spain...on the road Again, and other prominent documentaries, dramatic series, how-to programs, children’s series and classic movies. For more information about APT’s programs and services, visit APTonline.org.

