

“The Teachings of Jon”

To Be Released Nationally on Public Television

Distribution by American Public Television set for April 2nd, 2006

DURHAM, NC – Filmmaker Jennifer Owensby announced today that The Teachings of Jon, a heartwarming family-oriented documentary, will be released nationally on Public Television Sunday, April 2nd, 2006 (check local listings).

The Teachings of Jon is an insightful, soul-touching and funny documentary about the filmmaker’s brother Jon, a 40-year-old man, who is severely and profoundly affected by Down syndrome.  He has an IQ of 20, doesn’t talk and earns less than $13 a year.  Although Jon may never accomplish much in this world, he has an important purpose here… to teach.

The Teachings of Jon follows the journey of one family, and how the “family secret” locked away in an institution for the first seven years of his life became the powerful silent teacher of kindness and reverence.  

This documentary shows what it’s really like to live with someone like Jon in heart-warming detail.  Jon’s parents, a psychiatrist and psychotherapist, share how having Jon catalyzed a complete change of values and how he taught them about good mental health.  The siblings share what it was like growing up with a brother who has severe mental retardation; how they had to learn how to communicate with him and the positive affect he has had on all of their lives.  

Though the story is told in a unique cinematic light-hearted style, The Teachings of Jon ponders the serious questions of how we value other human beings and what is truly important in life.

Produced by Jennifer Owensby, Jon’s younger sister, and John Sanza of the Durham, NC production company, Waking Heart Films, The Teachings of Jon is distributed by APT and presented by South Carolina ETV.  The Teachings of Jon is funded in part by a grant from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

About American Public Television:

For 44 years, American Public Television (APT) has been a prime source of programming for the nation’s public television stations. APT distributes more than 10,000 hours of programming including JFK: Breaking the News, Simply Ming, Globe Trekker, Rick Steves’ Europe, Julia and Jacques Cooking at Home, Battlefield Britain, Jungle, America’s Test Kitchen, Lidia’s Family Table and classic movies. APT is known for identifying innovative programs and developing creative distribution techniques for producers. In four decades, it has established a tradition of providing public television stations nationwide with program choices that enable them to strengthen and customize their schedules. For more information about APT’s programs and services visit APTonline.org.

About ETV:

ETV is South Carolina's statewide network with 11 television stations, eight radio stations and a closed-circuit educational telecommunications system in more than 2,000 schools, colleges, businesses and government agencies. ETV uses the power of TV, radio, satellite and the Internet to advance education, culture and citizenship. 

For more information visit www.teachingsofjon.com
CONTACT: Dana McCullough                                    

SCETV Communications Department            

                       803 737-3212

                        dmccullough@scetv.org
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