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PRESS KIT
Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose
“Greece: Quest for the Gods”

A dynamic, new American Public Television special

that show viewers how they can make a difference

1/60 in HD & NTSC Letterboxed(
Beautifully photographed and edited in HDTV(
Specials that celebrates great travel destinations(
Award-winning series that encourages adventure and eco-travel(
From Small World Productions, KCTS/Seattle, & Richard Bangs’ Productions(
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Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose

“Greece: Quest for the Gods”

PRESS KIT
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· Press Release

· Fact Sheet

· Bios for Richard Bangs & Small World Productions
· Media and Viewer Comments 
· Pittsburgh Post-Gazette article about Richard
· CD-ROM—Press Kit in MS Word & Photos in JPG 
· Press kit/ photos also on-line at www.AdventuresWithPurpose.TV
Program Description:
Adventures with Purpose—Greece: Quest for the Gods joins modern explorer Richard Bangs on a great odyssey in Greece, land of the Gods.  From the amber of ancient times to the present, the Western world has basked in the glorious inspiration of the Greek myths. These strangely magnificent stories are deeply embedded in our culture and even our collective unconscious. On this trip Richard seeks to discover the relevance and meaning the great gods of Olympus might have for us today. 
To help in his quest Richard meets up with author Agapi Stassinopolous who has written several books on Greek gods and goddesses. Richard and Agapi begin in Athens, side-trip to Poseidon’s Temple at Cape Sounion and then head to Olympia, birthplace of the Olympic Games.  Their quest takes them on to the island of Ithaca, to the site of mystical oracles at Delphi and finishes at the home of the gods, Mt. Olympus.

Recent Awards for Richard Bangs: 
2007 Lowell Thomas Travel Journalism Award: New York Times article by Richard
2007 Mark Dubois Lifetime Achievement Award: from Friends of the River recognizing Richard’s contributions to worldwide river and wilderness conservation  

Adventures with Purpose Documentary Honors: 

(Norway: Quest for the Viking Spirit—2009 Gold Lowell Thomas Travel Journalism Award
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(Switzerland: Quest for the Sublime—2009 Silver Telly Award “Documentary”

(Switzerland: Quest for the Sublime —2009 Silver Telly “Travel & Tourism”
(Morocco: Quest for the Kasbah—2009 Silver Telly Award “Documentary”

(Morocco: Quest for the Kasbah —2009 Bronze Telly Award “Travel and Tourism” 

(New Zealand: Quest for the Kaitiakitanga—2008 CINE Golden Eagle Award

(New Zealand: Quest for the Kaitiakitanga—2008 Bronze Telly “Documentary”
(Adventures with Purpose Series—2008 American Public Television MVP Award 

(New Zealand—2008 Environmental Media Association Nomination—the “Green Oscars” 

(Egypt: Quest for the Lord of the Nile—2007 Silver Telly Award “Documentary” 
(Egypt: Quest for the Lord of the Nile—2007 Silver Telly “Travel & Tourism” 
Fact Sheet:
Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose
Sub Title:
Greece: Quest for the Gods  
Foundation Support:  Stavros Niarchos Foundation
Formats:
Available in HD 1080i (on APT HD transponder) Stereo Audio


Available in NTSC Letterboxed (on APT transponder) Stereo Audio

Number/Length:  1/60 (may be used with 6 other AWP hour-long doc’s for series)

Category:
Documentary, Travel, History, Adventure  

Initial Feeds:
Late March 2009 
Broadcast Rights:  April 4, 2010 to April 3, 2014

National Distribution:

American Public Television--Exchange





Unlimited releases through April 3, 2014
Producer:
Small World Productions, Inc 

Producers of:
Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series I, II, III, & IV 





Smart Travels-Pacific Rim with Rudy Maxa Series V
Travels in Europe with Rick Steves 

Travels in Mexico and the Caribbean with Shari Belafonte 

Co-producers:
KCTS/Seattle, Richard Bangs Productions, Marina del Rey, CA

Promotion Materials:

Series press release, program description, Richard Bangs’ bio, production credits, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette article about Richard, media and viewer comments, digital photos and captions at www.AdventuresWithPurpose.tv, 30-second promo 

Production Date: 2009-10, Copyright 2010 by Small World Productions, Inc.  

Related Merchandise:
· Adventures with Purpose: Greece  DVD with two hours of bonuses including adventure travel stories from Richard Bangs, behind the scenes glimpses and unseen video. $24.95 each plus shipping and handling. 

· Adventures with Purpose companion book by Richard Bangs with adventures travel essays on other destinations.  $16.95 each plus shipping and handling.  

· Book and DVD together $35.95 plus shipping and handling

· www.AdventuresWithPurpose.TV  or order desk:  800.866.7425 
Pledging:
Richard Bangs is available for on-air pledging—contact Small World.  

Content Related Merchandise for Pledge Premiums
· Adventures with Purpose:  Greece: Quest for the Gods  DVD 

· Adventures with Purpose  companion book by Richard Bangs

· DVDs or books are $7.50 each station price for pledging plus pass-through of UPS shipping 
Viewer Inquiries Contact:



Small World Productions, Inc.



P.O. Box 28369, Seattle, WA 98118



Business office: 206 329 7167,    Viewer DVD/ BOOK ORDERS ONLY: 800.866.7425



www.AdventuresWithPurpose.TV or email at info@travelsmallworld.com

American Public Television Contact:



Dawn Anderson, 617.338.4455, ext. 149
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Adventures with Purpose
	Small World Productions

140 Lakeside, Suite 200, Seattle 98122

206.329.7167

info@travelsmallworld.com 

www.AdventuresWithPurpose.TV


PRODUCTION CREDITS

Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose—Greece: Quest for the Gods
Executive Producer/ Field Producer
John Givens

Co-Executive Producer/ Host/ Writer
Richard Bangs

Producer/ Writer
Patty Conroy

Associate Producer/ Field Producer
Sara Givens
Associate Producer
Laura Hubber

Consulting Producers
Patricia Branch Larson


Sandra Lewis Nisbet

Director of Photography
Ian Devier 

HDV Photographer
Didrik Johnck

Editor/ Post Production
David Ris
Musical Score
David Ris
Technical Supervisor
Jerry Morin, University of Washington 

Graphic Designer
Howie Abernathy

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
Stavros Niarchos Foundation

SPECIAL THANKS
Dimy Chryssanthou, Promotion & Advertising Manager, Greek National Tourism Organization New York; Ministry of Tourism Development, Greek National Tourism Organization, Mr. George Tambakis, Director USA & Canada; Andreas Spirou & Anastasi Passa, International Public Relations Department, Secretariat General of Information, Secretariat General of Communications, Hellenic Republic; Greece Embassy Press Office, Los Angeles; Arianna Huffington; Siklas Argero, Stavros Niarchos Foundation, New York; Acropolis & Ancient Agora Historic Sites, Athens; National Archeological Museum, Athens; New Acropolis Museum Athens; Delphi Historic Site; Olympia Museum & Historic Site; Sounion Historic Site; Dion Historic Site; Vasilis Moustakas; Akropol Taverna, Athens Plaka; Taverna Gefsis Melathron, Ancient Olympia; Yiannis Maltezos & Peertis Kneknopolous, Katogi & Strofilia Winery; Chalkidonios Workshop, Handmade Jewelry, Athens; Le Chocolat, Athens; Municipality of Ithaki; Damianos Vasilis, Yanna Tours, Greece; Hotel Amalia Athens; Hotel Amalia Kalampaka; Hotel Dion Palace, Litochoro; Hotel Amalia Olympia; Hotel Perantzada Ithhaka Island; Christina Vaveki; Chasioti Georgia; Papaefthymiou Ntina; Kagiannis Dimitris; . Aggeli Eleni; Nydri Water Sports, Lefkada; Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Grivas, Ithaki; Kostas Mallios and Family, Lefkada

Images of Artifacts, Momuments & Historic Sites in Greece © Ministry of Culture, Archaeological Receipts Fund, Hellenic Republic
PRODUCED BY
Small World Productions, Seattle

CO-PRODUCED BY
KCTS, Seattle 


Richard Bangs Productions, Marina del Rey, CA 

KCTS, SEATTLE
Executive in Charge
Jay Parikh

Director of Distribution
Tom Niemi
AMERICAN PUBLIC TELEVISION

Executive Producer
Nelsa Gidney

VP, APT Exchange
Chris Funkhouser

Distribution Services
Virginia Hamilton  

Publicity 
Dawn Anderson

President
Cynthia Fenneman
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Adventures with Purpose
	Small World Productions

140 Lakeside, Suite 200, Seattle 98122

206.329.7167

info@travelsmallworld.com 

www.AdventuresWithPurpose.TV


Press Release: Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose
Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose—Greece: Quest for the Gods, a new, one-hour special from American Public Television, will air on _________ (station) _________________ at (time) _______, (day) __________ (date) _________.  Hosted by Richard Bangs who is often called “the father of modern adventure travel,” Greece: Quest for the Gods is the latest documentary in a series of adventure travel, eco-conscience, and historical specials.  According to Bangs, “Adventures with Purpose not only quicken the pulse and fire the synapses, they are also journeys of enlightenment and discovery—odysseys that make a difference.”
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Adventures with Purpose is produced by Small World Productions, the makers of Smart Travels—Europe and Pacific Rim with Rudy Maxa and Travels in Europe with Rick Steves. The specials are co-produced by KCTS/Seattle, and Richard Bangs Productions of Marina del Rey, California.  KCTS is the presenting station to APT.

This time Richard Bangs embarks on a great odyssey in Greece, land of the Gods.  From the amber of ancient times to the present, the Western world has basked in the glorious inspiration of the Greek myths. These strangely magnificent stories are deeply embedded in our culture and even our collective unconscious. On this trip Richard seeks to discover the relevance and meaning the great gods of Olympus might have for us today.
One modern Greek writer describes the impact and history of ancient Greece’s this way: “In the fifth century before Christ, an unprecedented idea rose from a small Greek city on the dusty plains of Attica and exploded over the Western Hemisphere like the birth of a new sun. Its light has warmed and illuminated us ever since… The vision—the classical Greek idea—was that society functions best if all citizens are equal and free to shape their lives and share in running their state.”

Essential to this revolution of human thought were the gods of Greek mythology. There was a time when the Greek gods were the mightiest and most revered deities in the civilized world. They touched every aspect of life, and influenced every action. Yet, somehow they vanished from our cosmology, leaving behind only temples, ruins and myths… Or did they?
Human beings have always created stories to help explain the world around them.  But what was it about the Greek myths that made them so exceptional? Could they have relevance in modern life? If so, how?

To help Richard in his quest for understanding he meets up with author, Agapi Stassinopolous, who has written several books on Greek gods and goddesses.

According to Agapi, “The Gods of the Pantheon are still alive.  They are alive in all of us and they are alive in everything you see in Greece. They are the archetypes and they are everywhere—in the land, in the tavernas, in the people talking.”  As they tours the country Richard and Agapi search for manifestations of the gods in today’s Greeks, not just in the ruins and temples along the way but in modern life as well.
Richard and Agapi begin in Athens, side-trip to Poseidon’s Temple at Cape Sounion and then head to Olympia, birthplace of the Olympic Games.  Their quest takes them on to the island of Ithaca, to the site of mystical oracles at Delphi and finishes at the home of the gods, Mt. Olympus.

Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose 
Greece: Quest for the Gods Press Release, Page 2

According to Richard, “It’s hard not to appreciate the glory that was Greece. The culture that pushed the envelope of human reason instigated a revolution in perception and thought. By valuing the unknowable through deities, they discovered the sacredness in human beings. And they laid the foundation for a system of values that respects equality, and balance.”

Bangs concludes that, “We’re still a long way from achieving the five qualities of civilization—truth, beauty, adventure, art and peace, but the garden that was ancient Greece planted the right seeds. And over two thousand years later, it’s time to push the stone of civilization even further: to honor the sacredness in all living things, and assume the responsibility to protect them.”  

Adventures with Purpose—Greece: Quest for the Gods is introduced by Arianna Huffington, publisher of the Huffington Post and sister to Agapi Stassinopolous.  
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Host and co-executive producer, Richard Bangs is a pioneer in travel that makes a difference, travel with a purpose. He has spent more than 30 years as an explorer and communicator, and along the way led first descents of 35 rivers around the globe, including the Yangtze in China and the Zambezi in Southern Africa. Richard has published more than 1000 magazine articles, 18 books, a score of documentaries and CD-ROMs; and has lectured at the Smithsonian, the National Geographic Society, the Explorers Club and many other notable venues. He writes a semi-regular feature for the NY Times.  His latest books include Adventures with Purpose, Quest for Kaitiakitanga, and Quest for the Kasbah, companion books for episodes in the television series. 

Richard’s books and DVDs of Adventures with Purpose—Greece: Quest for the Gods are available from Small World Productions.  Each DVD contains the complete show and more than two-hours of value-added bonuses: Richard’s adventure travel tales, never-before-seen footage, and behind-the-scenes glimpses.  DVDs are $24.95 each plus shipping. Richard’s Adventures with Purpose books are $16.95 each plus shipping. Books include essays by Richard on a number of destinations.  A transcript of the Greece show is included with book orders free of charge. The book and DVD together are $35.95 plus shipping.  Viewers may order online at www.AdventuresWithPurpose.TV or call the order desk at 800.866.7425.  

Small World Productions, Inc. of Seattle produces Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose. KCTS/Seattle and Richard Bangs Productions are co-producers.  KCTS is the presenting station.  Major support for the production and distribution of this documentary special on Greece is provided by the Stravos Niarchos Foundation. 

An HDTV version of Adventures with Purpose—Greece: Quest for the Gods will up-link on APT’s HD satellite transponder.  The standard definition “letterboxed” version will air on hundreds of public TV stations nationwide.  Digital audio is transmitted in stereo. 

About American Public Television

American Public Television (APT) has been a leading distributor of high-quality, top-rated programming to America’s public television stations since 1961. In 2009, APT distributed 56 of the top 100 highest-rated public television titles. Among its 300 new program titles per year are prominent documentaries, dramatic series, how-to programs, children’s series and classic movies, including Spain...on the road Again, Rick Steves' Europe, Worldfocus, Globe Trekker, Simply Ming, America's Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated, Lidia's Italy, P. Allen Smith's Garden Home, Murdoch Mysteries, Doc Martin, Rosemary and Thyme, Johnny Cash at Folsom Prison, Liza’s at the Palace…. and John Denver: The Wildlife Concert. APT also licenses programs internationally through its APT Worldwide service. In 2006, APT launched Create™ – the TV channel featuring the best of public television's lifestyle programming. For more information about APT’s programs and services, visit APTonline.org.
co-executive producer and host 
Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose

[image: image12.png]


Richard Bangs has oft been called the father of modern adventure travel and the pioneer in travel that makes a difference, travel with a purpose. He has spent 30 years as an explorer and communicator, and along the way led first descents of 35 rivers around the globe, including the Yangtze in China and the Zambezi in Southern Africa. 
Richard has published more than 1000 magazine articles, 18 books, a score of documentaries and several CD-ROMs; and has lectured at the Smithsonian, the National Geographic Society, the Explorers Club and many other notable venues. He writes a semi-regular feature with the NY Times. He was founder and editor-in-chief of Mungo Park, a pioneering Microsoft travel publishing effort. He also founded www.terra-quest.com. He was part of the founding executive team of Expedia.com, and served as its Editor-at-Large. He was creator and publisher of Expedia Travels Magazine (published in partnership with Ziff-Davis), executive producer of Expedia Radio, and founder and executive director of Expedia Cafes. He also served as president of Outward Bound; Founded Well-Traveled.com for Slate, and was founding editor and executive producer of Great Escapes, another Microsoft Travel initiative. He ran and founded First and Best for MSN, and founded Sobek Expeditions, which in the early 1990s merged with Mountain Travel to become Mountain Travel Sobek. He co-directed the IMAX Film, Mystery of the Nile, and co-authored the Putnam book of the same name. His book, The Lost River: A Memoir of Life, Death and the Transformation of Wild Water, won the National Outdoor Book Award in the literature category. Richard has served as executive producer of Richard Bangs Adventures on Yahoo.  He is currently producing and hosting the American Public Television series. Bangs’ latest books include Adventures with Purpose, Quest for the Kasbah, and Quest for the Sublime. All are companions to the public television Adventures with Purpose documentaries. 

www.richardbangs.com
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140 Lakeside, Suite 200, Seattle 98122
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info@travelsmallworld.com 
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the production team

Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose

For twenty years, Small World Productions has produced substantial, content-driven travel series for public television.  The Seattle-based company has released moiré that 150 episodes and six pledge specials that are popular with public television programmers and viewers.  This body of work has resulted in the release of more than 150 home video and DVD titles.  In addition to Adventures with Purpose, Small World production credits include: Smart Travels—Europe: Series I, II, III, and IV, Smart Travels—Pacific Rim: Series V, Travels in Europe with Rick Steves: Series I, II, III and IV, Travels in Mexico and the Caribbean with Shari Belafonte, and America's Historic Trails with Tom Bodett.
Small World partners John Givens, Patricia Larson and Sandra Nisbet created the popular national series, Smart Travels.  In addition to their body of work with Small World, Larson and Nisbet have a background in theater, history, play writing, international travel, and college teaching.  Executive producer and CEO Givens has produced, directed and edited public television programs for more than forty years.  In 2000, he was honored with a Most Valuable Producer Award from American Public Television, and in 2007 and 2008 with APT Programming Excellence Awards.  An avid traveler, Givens has visited more than 55 countries. 

Larson and Nisbet first teamed with Givens in 1980 to make public television programs supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Washington Commission for the Humanities, and the Washington State Arts Commission.  Their credits include a dramatic series Take it To The People hosted by Stanley Kramer, an award-winning documentary Everything Change, Everything Change, and eleven public television travel series.

For Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose, Small World is joined again by our excellent team of award-winning photographers, editors and producers.  
· Patty Conroy has produced and written more than three dozen travel episodes for Small World.  She has been honored with an Emmy Award, five CINE Golden Eagle Awards, three Silver Telly Awards, and two International Communicator Awards.  
· Award winning writer and reporter Laura Hubber is an Associate Producer and a Los Angeles based reporter for BBC Radio. 
· Editor David Ris brings unique skills and knowledge of high-definition television production to the project.  He has edited more than 50 HD travel episodes for Small World, including 20 Smart Travels shows that have been honored with national or international awards and he has been the HD on-line editor for all 65 Smart Travels episodes. In addition to editing, David composes the music for all Adventures with Purpose episodes as well.  

· Emmy Award winner Ian Devier contributes his master photographer skills to AWP for the third time as the principle HDCam photographer.  Additional HDV video was shot by Didrik Johnck.  

· Sara Givens is an Associate Producer and Field Producer for the Greece episode.  Sara has a degree in Film and Video from The Evergreen State College and has traveled extensively with the AWP and Smart Travels crews.  
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Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose

Media Comments 
National Public Radio—Alex Chadwick 
“Richard Bangs’ quests have evolved from haunting journeys down unknown rivers to new explorations of very old wisdom that just might help all of us with the challenges we are about to encounter.”
AMERICAN PUBLIC TELEVISION—Cynthia Fenneman, President & CEO
“Thank you for years of prolific and talented work—all exceptional. You just keep churning out excellence.  Richard Bangs is terrific.”

FOUNDER OF EXPEDIA.COM—Rich Barton
“Richard Bangs is Indiana Jones with a conscience”

PITTSBURGH POST GAZETTE—David Bear
“This much is certain, when it comes to appreciating the higher purposes of adventure travel, communicating them to a broad audience and transforming that interest into action, Richard Bangs continues to be a world-class practitioner. He writes with precision, passion and poetry, capturing the romance of adventuring, the uniqueness of Earth's places, and the realities of undertaking difficult journeys.”
KCTS SEATTLE—Tom Niemi, Director of Distribution
“Congratulations on your two Emmy nominations.  Richly deserved!!”  

NBC TODAY SHOW—Peter Greenberg Travel Editor 

“Bangs is not about providing thrill-seeking joyrides or mindless ego-tripping moments.  These are journeys with meaning, guided by someone who knows how to make magical, often mystical tours.”  
MODERN TRAVELER MAGAZINE
“Renowned explorer, provider of journeys with meaning, master of the adventure narrative, Richard Bangs offers a vision for travel that will make a difference and restore our dreams for a better world.”

Public Radio and Television Host—Rudy Maxa
“…If ‘adventure’ isn’t Richard Bangs’ middle name, it should be. A combination of fearless explorer, lyrical reporter, and advocate of sustainable tourism, Bangs brings the world into focus with verve, humor, and wisdom.”  

PRECEPTIVE TRAVEL.COM

“This is no "I came, I saw, I spliced together the footage kind of adventure." Bangs dives into his subject fully and immerses himself in the history, politics, and meaning.  He doesn't take the "quest" part of his title lightly, constantly working to unearth the story behind the details, the three thousand years of habit and thought that led to the medina, the souk, or the Kasbah.” 
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Richard Bangs’ Adventures with Purpose

Viewer Emails
· Your creation, ‘Adventures with Purpose,' is absolutely incredible. I watch on KAET, Phoenix (and) wanted to say thanks and congratulations for this powerful and very well done program. You hit so many meaningful ‘bulls-eyes’ simultaneously...  Excellent, timely, relevant, important, moving! Thanks Richard.—Edward Marshall 
· I accidently, luckily & gratefully, just saw your intelligent Adventures with Purpose tour of Morocco on PBS, and watched rapt and riveted–yours is the best general presentation of Morocco I've ever seen! Thank you for the surprise pleasures of your tour!  Margaret Regan, Warwick Rhode Island 3/26/09
· Your shows are the best on TV….The episodes on "Assam" and "Morocco" will remain as CLASSICS for ever.—Prosant Aikat
· Last night I was fortunate to watch your show on Norway, which I enjoyed immensely. The scenery was just breathtaking, particularly the Lofoten Islands. Norway is among my top destinations, and it looks like you were there at the perfect time of year for a trip. Thanks for a wonderful and informative show. I hope to see more of your shows in the future.  David Gilbert Sherman Oaks, California
· Saw your show on Switzerland last night and I must admit it is by far one of the best travel shows I have ever watched.  I go places once a year and watching your show makes me want to go to Switzerland. The insight, the music and narration is so classy. I just needed to congratulate you and thank you for such a wonderful show.  Helen Contreras 8/6/08
· Any chance that Adventures with Purpose DVDs will be issued in HD Blu-ray any time soon. I have seen many of your shows on local PBS, but have no way to record in HD.  We would love to get them in Blu ray. Thank you.  Anthony Petrov

· I just saw the Richard Bangs’ Quest TV show on New Zealand.  It was fabulous with so much wonderful information about sustainability and the ecology of New Zealand.  I do have an important suggestion:  At the end of the show you give suggestions for ‘What You Can Do’. Please don't just urge people to ‘Plant a Tree’–be sure to specify that they ‘Plant a tree native to your local environment."—Laurette Rogers

· Saw your Morocco program on KPBS here in San Diego!  I want to watch your New Zealand episode when I have a chance.  Looks like it may be a good place to run and hide! Are DVDs available?  David Titus



Sunday, February 17, 2008

By David Bear, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Richard Bangs' New Public Television Series-

Adventures with Purpose
As a young man in the early 1970s, Richard Bangs conquered wild rivers of the world on a raft: the Omo (Ethiopia), the Zambezi (Zambia), the Coruh (Turkey), the Indus (Pakistan), the Apurimac (Peru), The Yangtze (China) and the Tatshenshini (Alaska/Yukon).

He used these white-water rafting experiences to organize a company to help other adventure-minded rafters run many of the same rivers. It quickly became the leading white-water outfitter and, after merging with another company in 1991, is now the world's largest and oldest adventure travel operator, Mountain Travel/Sobek.

But Mr. Bangs' reputation as the "father of modern adventure travel" stems not only from taking people to wild places; he has also brought those places to the people -- first in words and pictures, authoring a bibliography that has now grown to 14 books and more than 500 articles.

He writes with precision, passion and poetry, capturing the romance of adventuring, the uniqueness of Earth's places, and the realities of undertaking difficult journeys. "Riding the Dragon's Back," the book he published with Christian Kallen recounting the dramatic race to be the first to raft down the Yangtze, won the Lowell Thomas Award for the best travel book of 1989.

Now at age 57, Mr. Bangs recently published Adventures With Purpose: Dispatches from the Front Lines of Earth (Menasha Ridge Press) and is hard at work on a companion venture, a public television series filmed in high definition under the same name.

In this book he recounts his journeys to 16 special places, from the Annapurna to Zambia, locations he has visited enough to understand their essence and see how they have changed over time, and not always for the better.

"I've spent a career designing and conducting adventures with purpose, travel that is expectantly meaningful and designed to make a difference," he writes. "But the graveyard of my own sacred places gone speaks to regrets and quests not fulfilled."

Early to appreciate the importance of electronic communications and the emerging Internet, Mr. Bangs became the founder and editor-in-chief of Mungo Park, a pioneering Microsoft travel publishing effort that featured dispatches from around the world, and he was on the executive team that founded Expedia.com, where he served as editor-at-large. In addition, he created www.terra-quest.com, which offers online virtual adventures.

At the same time, he has worked hard to save the places he reveres, including efforts that halted a huge mining operation that threatened the Tatsheshini in the Canadian Yukon.

A proponent of transformational travel -- the idea that firsthand exposure to wild and majestic places can alter perceptions as much as exposure to museums and culture -- Mr. Bangs realized the impact these adventures had on the people who took them.

Yet just as the travelers were changed, so were the places they visited.

Experiencing so much raw Earth has given Mr. Bangs a unique perspective that has evolved over time.

Initially captivated by the adrenaline rush of running raging river rapids and the thrill of accomplishing what no one else had before, he increasingly returned from his adventures with ever greater appreciation of both the majesty and fragility of these wild places. Where he once viewed landscapes as obstacles to be overcome, he came to perceive them as treasures to be preserved.

His new public television series, also titled Adventures with Purpose, involves hour-long documentaries that combine adventure travel, eco-consciousness and historical perspectives. (While the series is not currently carried on WQED, DVDs can be purchased at www.AdventuresWithPurpose.tv.

The series' first episode, Egypt: Quest for the Lord of the Nile, debuted in November and tells the tale of a civilization inextricably bound to its river and the crocodiles that once inhabited it. The second episode, New Zealand: Quest for Kaitiakitanga, previews this month and takes viewers from the southernmost reaches to the northern tip of that down-under world. A similarly titled companion book, also published by Menasha Ridge, will be released on March 1.

We reached Mr. Bangs this week in Switzerland, where he's working on the next episode, which follows past expeditions up the Eiger, the Alps' most lethal peak.

"I appreciate the opportunity this series gives me to get more deeply into the fabric of a place," he explained, "the time to explore its history and work to understand its people and ecology. It's a rare opportunity." He hopes to produce as many as four new episodes a year.

This much is certain. When it comes to appreciating the higher purposes of adventure travel, communicating them to a broad audience and then transforming that interest into action, Richard Bangs has been and continues to be a world-class practitioner.



The Top 10

Richard Bangs' top 10 places on the planet to be explored by adventurous travelers 

(Sent by Blackberry from the Eiger, a mountain in the Swiss Alps)

· 1. North Korea 

· 2. Kurdistan 

· 3. Angola 

· 4. Lake Chad in Africa 

· 5. Assam, India 

· 6. Cameroon 

· 7. Suriname 

· 8. Saudi Arabia 

· 9. Syria 

· 10. Lebanon and El Salvador (tie) 



Post-Gazette travel editor David Bear can be reached at 412-263-1629 

or dbear@post-gazette.com.

First published on February 17, 2008 at 12:00 am
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